
 STAYING IN TOUCH 

Websites 
www.stnicolaschurch.org.uk 

www.stjamesweddington.org.uk 

Email 
office@stnicolaschurch.org.uk   

office@stjamesweddington.org.uk 

Telephone 
St Nicolas Office 02476344553  
St James Office  02476325718  

Vicar  
revkells@gmail.com 

02476346900 

Associate Minister (St James) 
revadrian@stjamesweddington.org.uk 

07434663084 

 PASTORAL CARE 

As the pandemic continues there                 
is an increasing likelihood                         
of people becoming isolated or 
needing  support. Pastoral care is 
the responsibility of us all. In                 
addition we have a team of                
people who can visit or offer               
support. Please contact Revd Kelly . 
Revd Adrian or Revd Martin if you 
would value a visit from a   member 
of the team. 

 

ONLINE ASSISTANCE 

A growing number of people are 
connecting with our churches 
online. We are aware that some 
people are still not confident using 
new technology and that talk of  
Facebook and Zoom can sound like 
a foreign language! If you would like 
to find out what is possible or need 
help connecting with us online 
please call either parish office and 
someone will try to assist you. 
 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the February news-
letter is  Monday 22nd February. 
Please send your contributions to 
either parish office. 
 

UPDATES 
At the moment it is impossible to 
say what the weeks ahead will 
mean for church services and             
activities. The easiest way for us to 
update you is via email; if you are 
not yet receiving regular updates 
please consider joining our mailing 
list. 

VIRTUAL PROGRAMMEVIRTUAL PROGRAMMEVIRTUAL PROGRAMME 
For  Zoom the meeting ID is 

2476344553 and the password is 
‘Shekinah’.  

Sundays 10am  
WORSHIP SERVICE  via the Facebook 

page of both churches. 

Mondays 8.45am 
MORNING PRAYER on Zoom. 

Tuesdays, 10am  
SWANS on Facebook; you need to 
be a group member to access this. 

Tuesday 3pm 
LOCKDOWN LINK-UP for St James. 

Wednesdays 7-8pm 
WORD & WORSHIP  

Online discussions, input and Bible 
study via Zoom. 

Saturdays 4-5pm  
CHURCH QUIZ   

A quiz for all ages via Zoom. 

February 2021  February 2021  February 2021     
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Sunday ServicesSunday ServicesSunday Services 
 

Sunday 7th February  2nd Sunday before Lent 

tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ уΥмΣ нн-омΣ tǎŀƭƳ млпΥ нс-ŜƴŘΣ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ мΥмр-нлΣ WƻƘƴ мΥм-мп  
10am St Nicolas MORNING WORSHIP via Facebook  
10am St James MORNING WORSHIP via Facebook 
No act of public worship in the building. 
 

Sunday 14th  February     The Sunday next before Lent  
н YƛƴƎǎ нΥм-мнΣ tǎŀƭƳ рлΥм-сΣ н /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ пΥо-сΣ aŀǊƪ фΥн-ф 
10am St Nicolas MORNING WORSHIP via Facebook  
10am St James MORNING WORSHIP via Facebook 
No act of public worship in the building. 
 

Sunday 21st February     The 1st  Sunday of Lent   
DŜƴŜǎƛǎ фΥу-мтΣ tǎŀƭƳ нрΥм-фΣ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥму-ŜƴŘΣ aŀǊƪ мΥф-мр 
10am St Nicolas MORNING WORSHIP via Facebook  
10am St James MORNING WORSHIP via Facebook 
No act of public worship in the building. 
 

Sunday 28th February     The 2rd Sunday of Lent   
DŜƴŜǎƛǎ мтΥм-тΣ мр-мсΣ tǎŀƭƳ ннΥно-ŜƴŘΣ wƻƳŀƴǎ пΥмо-ŜƴŘΣ aŀǊƪ уΥом-ŜƴŘ 
At the time of going to print it is unclear whether public worship in the building 
will be suspended beyond 21st February; updates will be sent by email. 
In any case there will be online services from both churches via Facebook.  



COLLECTS FOR FEBRUARY 
 

2nd Sunday before Lent 
Almighty God, give us                 
reverence for all creation 

and respect for every person, 
that we may mirror your           

likeness 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Sunday next before Lent 
Holy God, you know the            
disorder of our sinful lives: 
set straight our crooked 

hearts, 
and bend our wills to love your 

goodness and your glory 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Holy God, our lives are laid 

open before you: 
rescue us from the chaos of sin 
and through the death of your 
Son bring us healing and 

make us whole 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

1st Sunday of Lent 
Heavenly Father, your Son  
battled with the powers of 
darkness, and grew closer to 

you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to 
grow in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your 
saving love in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 
 

2nd Sunday of Lent 
Almighty God, by the prayer 
and discipline of Lent may 
we enter into the mystery 
of Christõs sufferings, and 
by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

REPENTING AMEN 

Godôs reassurance gifted to me, 

Making a tapestry  

Of calm within my fears, 

Godôs mercy a psalm weaved 

Into my imperfect living 

Throughout the years. 

Godôs forgiving 

Threaded through hem 

Of my misdeeds. 

On seam of my repenting Amen 

I know I will find his love, 

Unconditional and whole 

In a double row of stitches sewn 

Over-locked and known  

Within my soul. 

 

PAT BIDMEAD 

  

Pause, ponder... NEWS & INFO  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
To all those celebrating or marking 
‘one year older’ during February! 
 

GEORGE & MARY BLISS 
It very sad to report that George 
and Mary Bliss both died in                      
January. Many will remember 
George and Mary from the time 
when they ran the Post Office on 
Higham Lane. 
Mary was also a member of                         
St Nicolas for many years and 
most recently was a familiar face 
in our Sunday morning worship 
and in the kitchen afterwards 
helping with the refreshments. 
 

DRESSES FOR MALAWI 
Sue Hextall (St James) is appealing 
for men’s shirts in good condition 
and no longer worn.  A friend 
adapts them to create dresses for 
little girls in a  village in Malawi. 
You can contact Sue on 024 
76744029 or email  
handsuehextall@hotmail.com.  
 
CHRISTMAS CHEER 

The Nuneaton Community                  
Christmas Lunch Group was               
unable to host the usual Christmas 
Day lunch in 2020. Instead  
‘Christmas in a Box’ was delivered 
to 100 grateful recipients.  
 

¶ 4ÕÒÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÉÎÔÏ ÐÏÔÔÉÎÇ 
ÐÏÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÕÒÎ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÂÏÔÔÌÅÓ                  
ÉÎÔÏ ÂÉÒÄ ÆÅÅÄÅÒÓȢ 

¶ 7ÈÅÒÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȟ ÕÓÅ ×ÁÓÈÁÂÌÅ            
ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÁÂÌÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓȣ 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÅ ÍÁÓËÓȦ 

¶ +ÅÅÐ ÏÌÄ ÅÎÖÅÌÏÐÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅ-ÕÓÅ 
ÔÈÅÍ ÂÙ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ 
×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÉÃËÙ ÌÁÂÅÌȢ 

¶ /ÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȡ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ 
ÕÓÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÁÂÌÅ ÓÁÎÉÔÁÒÙ                  
ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓȟ ÕÓÅ Á -ÏÏÎÃÕÐ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȢ 

 

Recycle  
¶ 5ÓÅ ÂÉÎ ÌÉÎÅÒÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÒÅÃÙÃÌÅÄ 
ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÌÙ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ 

¶ #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÕÐÅÒÍÁÒËÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÓË 
ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÒÅÃÙÃÌÁÂÌÅ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÂÁÇÓ 
ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÒÅÓÈ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
ÐÕÔ ÉÎÔÏ  ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÂÁÇÓȢ !ÓË ÔÏÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÔÈÅÙ ÕÓÅ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔÁÂÌÅ ÔÒÁÙÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÒÕÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÂÌÅÓȢ 

¶ "ÕÙ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÉÌË ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌËÍÁÎ 
ÁÎÄ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÌÁÓÓ ÂÏÔÔÌÅÓȢ 

¶ 2ÅÃÙÃÌÅ ÙÏÕÒ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÂÙ     
ÕÓÉÎÇ Á ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔ ÂÉÎ ÁÎÄ Á ÆÏÏÄ           
ÄÉÇÅÓÔÅÒȢ 

¶ 2ÅÃÙÃÌÅ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÂÙ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÉÎÇ Á 
×ÁÔÅÒ ÂÕÔÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȟ ÕÓÉÎÇ 
ÙÏÕÒ ×ÁÓÈÉÎÇ-ÕÐ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ              
ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÉÎÇ Á ȬÇÒÅÙȭ 
×ÁÔÅÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢ 

Find out more here: 
http://arocha.org.uk/our-activities/
living-lightly-take-action 
 

 

 

mailto:handsuehextall@hotmail.com


ECO TIPS  
Reduce  
¶ 7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÒÏ× Á×ÁÙ ÍÏÓÔȩ 
!ÉÍ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÓ 
ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢ +ÅÅÐ Á ÌÏÇ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ 
ÔÈÒÏ× Á×ÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÉÍ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÉÔ 
ÂÙ Á ÔÈÉÒÄȟ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÒÅÄÕÃÉÎÇ           
ÐÁÃËÁÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÙÃÌÉÎÇȢ 

¶ 2ÅÄÕÃÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÐÁÃËÁÇÉÎÇ ÂÙ 
ÂÕÙÉÎÇ Á ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ÐÁÃËÅÔ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ 
ÍÁÎÙ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÐÁÃËÅÔÓȟ ÅÇ ÃÒÉÓÐÓȟ  
ÐÁÓÔÁȟ ÒÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÇÈÕÒÔȢ 

¶ 2ÅÄÕÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄ ÙÏÕ 
ÔÈÒÏ× Á×ÁÙ ÂÙ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÍÅÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 
ÙÏÕ ÇÏ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇ ɀ ÓÏ ÙÏÕ ÏÎÌÙ 
ÂÕÙ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÕÓÅȢ 

¶ 4ÅÌÌ ÔÈÅ -ÁÉÌÉÎÇ 0ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ          
3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐ ÊÕÎË 
ÍÁÉÌȢ #ÁÌÌ ΡΪΦΧ ΩΡΥΦΧΫΫ ÏÒ                     
ÖÉÓÉÔ ÏÎÌÉÎÅȢ 

 

Re-use  
¶ -ÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÒÅ-ÕÓÅ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÃÁÒÒÉÅÒ ÂÁÇÓȠ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÓÔÉÌÌȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ           
ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÐÌÁÃÅȢ            
!Ì×ÁÙÓ ÃÁÒÒÙ Á ÓÐÁÒÅ ÂÁÇ ÓÏ ÙÏÕ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÉÆ 
ÙÏÕ ÇÏ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇȢ 

¶ "ÕÙ Á &ÁÉÒÔÒÁÄÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ ÃÏÔÔÏÎ ÏÒ 
ÈÅÍÐ ÂÁÇȢ +ÅÅÐ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ 
ÔÉÍÅÓ ÓÏ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÆÒÅÓÈ ÂÁÇÓ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏÐȢ 

¶ )Æ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÂÒÅÁËÓ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ 
ǢØÅÄȟ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÔ 
Á×ÁÙȢ %ÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÓÁÖÅ 
ÙÏÕ ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÎÅÙȟ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÌÁÎÅÔȢ 

Come, Holy Spirit:  

Come among us, come upon us. 

Come, Spirit of Truth  

ŧ enlighten our minds;  

Come, Spirit of Love  

ŧ enlarge our hearts;  

Come, Holy Comforter  

ŧ strengthen and heal us;  

Come, Holy Fire  

ŧ enflame and purify us;  

Come, Breath of Life  

ŧ inspire us in our witness:  

that all may be drawn to know you 

and to praise you One God, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. 

IƻǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ  
ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘΧ 

story of those who have been very 
ill with COVID, and to a lesser            
extent all of us during this pan-
demic.  

Jesus is not only the model of the                         
attributes that are linked so                
closely with a kinder simpler 
world, he is also the means for 
achieving that vision. So, my hopes 
for life beyond lockdown also            
include a growth in the              
number of new disciples of Jesus. 
Let’s hope and pray for that too! 
AG 

 

...and pray 
Remembering the thousands… 

Gracious God, 

as we remember before you the  

thousands who have died, 

surround us and all who mourn 

with your strong compassion. 

Be gentle with us in our grief, 

protect us from despair, 

and give us grace to persevere 

and face the future with hope 

in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 
 

For those working in healthcare… 

Everlasting God, at this time we lift 

to you those from all nations and      

backgrounds who work on the 

front line in healthcare. 

Give them skill and wisdom in their 

work. Be their strength and their 

shield as they give of themselves in 

the care of others. 
 

For creation… 

God of creation, who loves all he 

has made and all that has evolved, 

open the eyes of your people, 

that your love might be reflected 

in our care for the planet. 

Through Jesus Christ, who walked 

this earth and calls us by name. 

Ash    Wednesday  
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (this 
year 17th February) and it is a 6 week 
season. The day before is Shrove 
Tuesday (or Pancake Day) and the 
word ôshroveõ is linked to the word 
ôshrivenõ which means to be absolved 
of your sins.  It sets the tone for Lent 
as a season characterised by self-
examination, penitence, self-denial, 
study, and preparation for Easter.  
T h e  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t y                 
is invited to join in a journey over       
forty days, reminding us of the                   
forty days that Jesus spent in the   
wilderness.  
E v e r y o n e  a p p r o a c h e s  L e n t              
differently but it may be a time when 
you read a book to help you with 
your faith, devote some extra time to 
prayer and Bible study or take up a 
n e w  w a y  o f  s e r v i n g  t h e                            
community. Sometimes people give 
things up tooñchocolate, wine, or 
watching television or connecting on 
social media for example; it is a bit 
like fasting in order to focus more 
fully on God. 
Ordinarily we would have a service 
on Ash Wednesday to mark the start 
of Lent and people would be invited 
to receive the sign of the cross on 
their foreheads as a sign of penitence. 
Whilst we canõt do that this year we 
will be offering two online services, 
10am from St James and 7pm from           
St Nicolas, and providing service 
sheets to help you have your own 
time of Ash Wednesday reflection at 
home. Please do join in the day and 
the season and we begin our                        
wilderness journey towards the cross 
and of course, the resurrection. 



9ÏÕ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ,ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ 
ÔÈÅ !ÒÃÈÂÉÓÈÏÐ ÏÆ #ÁÎÔÅÒÂÕÒÙȭÓ 
,ÅÎÔ ÂÏÏË ÆÏÒ ΤΡΤΣȟ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ (ÉÓ               
3ÔÏÒÙ ÂÙ (ÁÎÎÁÈ 3ÔÅÅÌÅȟ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ 
ÂÙ 30#+Ȣ  !Ó ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÇÌÅÁÎ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ 
&ÒÏÍ !ÓÈ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÔÏ %ÁÓÔÅÒ            
3ÕÎÄÁÙ ɉΦ !ÐÒÉÌɊȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÉØ        
ÒÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ×ÅÅË ÂÁÓÅÄ 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËȠ ÅÁÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ Á 
ÓÈÏÒÔ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȟ Á 
ÂÒÉÅÆ ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ 
ÁÎÄ Á ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢ %ÁÃÈ ×ÅÅË ÈÁÓ Á 
ÕÎÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 
ÂÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅËȢ 
4ÈÅ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÒÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËÌÅÔ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
ÂÕÙ ÆÒÏÍ #ÈÕÒÃÈ (ÏÕÓÅ                          
0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ           
ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÓ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÁÐÐ ɉÌÁÕÎÃÈÉÎÇ 
ÉÎ ÅÁÒÌÙ  &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙɊȟ ÅÍÁÉÌÓȟ ÁÕÄÉÏ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ              
%ÎÇÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ                          
ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÐÐ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ    
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ Á ÄÁÉÌÙ &ÁÍÉÌÙ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȟ 
ÏǟÅÒÉÎÇ Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ 
Á ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÒ Á ÔÈÅÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȭÓ   
ÒÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ &ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȡ 
ÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾ
×××ȢÃÈÕÒÃÈÏÆÅÎÇÌÁÎÄȢÏÒÇȾ
ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȾÌÉÖÅÌÅÎÔ-ΤΡΤΣ-ÃÈÕÒÃÈ-
ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ-ÇÏÄÓ-ÓÔÏÒÙ-ÏÕÒ-ÓÔÏÒÙ 

,ÅÎÔ 'ÒÏÕÐÓ 
7Å ÁÒÅ ÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÉÎ            

ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ,ÅÎÔ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ 
)Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ                       

ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ  
ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 

Υ,ÉÖÅ,ÅÎÔ ÂÏÏËÌÅÔÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÓÏÍÅ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÁÓ                  

ÆÏÌÌÏ×Óȡ 
 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙÓȟ  
όȢχτÁÍ ÖÉÁ :ÏÏÍ 
34!24).' φτ4( &%" 
3ÔÕÄÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÈÅÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Υ,ÉÖÅ ,ÅÎÔ ÂÏÏËȤ
ÌÅÔȡ 'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÙȟ /ÕÒ 3ÔÏÒÙȢ 
 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙÓȟ  
χÐÍ ÖÉÁ :ÏÏÍ 
34!24).' φχ2$ &%" 
!Î ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ                
3Ô *ÁÍÅÓȭ  ,ÏÃËÄÏ×Î ,ÉÎË-5Ð 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ 
Ȭ'ÒÅÁÔ 0ÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȢȭ 
 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙÓȟ  
ϋÐÍ ÖÉÁ :ÏÏÍ 
34!24).' φψ4( &%" 

! УÉÒÓÔ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×  
,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ,ÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ 
&ÁÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÓ ÔÈÅÍÅÓ            
ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȟ ÓÅØÕÁÌÉÔÙȟ                                         
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȢ   
 

9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ 
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Hopes for life                  
beyond lockdown 

Normally by this time 
of the year we may 
have given up on New 

Year resolutions and  forgotten our 
hopes and dreams for 2021, but 
with another new era on the           
horizon, what we hope for in the 
future has been re-vitalised. I’m 
talking about hopes for life after 
lockdown! 

As I write, the vaccination                  
programme is in full swing and 
very good progress has been 
made. At Candlemas (officially   
celebrated on 2nd Feb, but 
brought forward to Sunday 31 Jan 
by many churches), Christians    
remember the lifelong hopes of an 
over 80 year old being fulfilled 
when Anna the prophetess, saw 
the Saviour of the world in the 
arms of Mary and Joseph. It’s 
fitting that this coincided with the 
majority of our over 80s having 
their hope for a vaccination                
fulfilled! 

But what of our hopes for life        
beyond lockdown? I am reminded 
of the words spoken by Provost 
Richard Howard in a national radio 
broadcast on Christmas Day just 6 
weeks after the bombing of             
Coventry Cathedral: with Christ 
born again in our hearts today, we 
are trying, hard as it may be, to 

banish all thoughts of revenge… 
We are going to try to make a          
kinder, simpler, a more Christ 
Child-like sort of world in the days              
beyond this strife.” 

The pandemic hasn’t resulted in a 
potential reason for revenge (as 
far as I am aware), but it has     
created a huge amount of strife. 
Listening to the hopes of others, 
many include the idea of a kinder, 
simpler world. We have all seen 
and heard about the incredible 
acts of kindness and compassion 
during this pandemic, but we 
have also witnessed small acts of 
consideration and awareness of 
one another – making space for 
others to pass in a socially                  
distanced way whilst on a walk,           
a simple hello, or a smile. 

Perhaps you have also simplified 
your lifestyle during lockdown and 
found that you can manage very 
well with less. I expect you have 
noticed the natural world in new 
ways too – a simple delight in             
creation. 

But a kinder simpler world,                    
envisaged by Howard, was not the 
whole story. He wanted it to be 
more Christ Child-like too. Jesus 
entered our world in great                        
vulnerability and humility, and as 
a child depended completely on 
his human parents. These       
qualities have been part of the 


